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IN FAVOUR OF GLITZY, US-STYLE PROMS. GEMMA PEPLOW IS ON THE GUEST LIST

RIS WA
THUMBS UP: Max Brown

THAT"S ME! Pupils wateh a shidethow of schoo! pholos. ~ MOVING ALOMNG: Girls on the dancefloor at Shearsby Bath Hotel

OPEN MNIGHT: The weather is kind 1o Megan Bullock, Charloite Alloway and Sophie Bingham
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Winterburn
and Gabbi
Cross are |

long on style

[ f= 2e]

have organised sverything - e
st P e Ao oversee |

It's teaching them Indepsind
Cie
“Having o prom makes i n b
more special than having o
divco, bocouse they nll really
warnid to Jook their best. It an
ppportunity to show that they
il LE TR Dk
Cherilynn Houston, awner of
Shearsty Bath, pops into the
paArquee gvery now and then o
st W bt £196 Do arv g 1o,
Thie % her fourth prom this
SUmines
Shesoryss “10's o grow ing tremd,

HARD-PRESSED puurents of toon.
e girls alremdy feeling the
srextit crunch pinch may want
o Eurn thes page now.

A proen party iy be a cheery,
svimrelerinl thing but, unsurpris
ngly if you want to ook the
i, it's not cheap

Rits Snnpe owns  Solitaine
Iress  shop. in Lelcester's
Wolford Fomd, A fiw venrs agn,
ki soild caquisite dresses anly
or weddings, trdlses or wry
W parties

Al this time of the yoar, Mrs

“I's nice to see them enjoying
themselves and having fun
*There's =0 much negative
stufl said nboul yourg peope nl
the moment, and this shows
them ina really positive Lght.”
Ax the dance-fioor starts 1o fill
up, the teenogers show of their
mowes to Whigfield's Saturday
Might. before the moment
everynne has been walting for
the announcement of proem king
nnd quesn
The 18

nominess line ap

nervously on the danoe-foon
the boys all macho, the glris
whispering and holding hands

There nre massive chedrs o
Dawvid Startin and  Heather
Edgerion are announced and
Elven thekr coowns,

1 was m bit shocked,” sys Doy
ML *T's really good ‘cos every-
o has lookied forwand to poom
the whale year. [t's been better
thin | expocied

“Is nidoo bo be voted king.™

Heathar ks modest about belng

voted most popular gid in the
LT,

“H's 0 bit embarmssing going
upon stage, but the prom’s been
mally pood. I've enjoved |t all,™
shirsays

With that, she's off 1o join the
masses on the daneedloor for
e Ml 30 mbkniites

Hend teacher Angiln Edwrds,
whaiching from the edge, says:
“Its kind of a rite of passape. It
woukd be very sad 1o just wave
them off at the end of Uires

Have you got pictures from your school prom? E-mail them to: picturedesk @leicestermercury.co.uk

LOOKING THE PART: Rita Snapa's dress shop does a nice line in prom dresses

Snape’s il rings o a slightly
different tune, Early summer is
when mums oo shopping lor
o dressea

Mrs Snape doos a nioe line in
pesh prom firocks or teenagers.
Theey start ot aboit €80 and go
i

“The girls and mums who
come here know whal they want

thl.-_-.' wul a special dress

which will maks them few] fant
asthe,” sy Mis Stupe.

Bant thist s not cheap s j17
“Well, there are more #xpens

o shops arovmsl. I'm not the
st eapensive, but, bei's fsoe i,
e gl ke this - a night they
will remember for tho rest of
their lives - you wani o gel i
right.”

Diesipiitir hesalinaes abongi reces-
slon, [t business as usual.

“1 know there’s doom and
gloom out there st if ssems to
mit that people are still in work.
and i they lunve a daughter who
has o prorm, they wand o o
them, Things Turven't chamgd
mich for me.” Mrs Snape sovs.

yrurs, withasid huev ing o send of
“I's & very Enoewn-i venue, so
1 think that makes them actina
more grown-up way than if i
hadd beon i the school hall.®

As the night drows (o an end
with m bit of slow-dnncing, the
teemagers pick up their year.
books, which have been hand
maide by the proem comin itiee,
Parents are waiting ouiside
II|K|.||1I'I:TII'III"I'|I.\-.II'I'T_II.I' l.'llﬂllll.l(l
snap e happy prom-guers

Ax Liz wakls at the doors, one
girl ghves hera massive hug
“Thank yon sooocoo much,
miss. [t was the hest night over ™

The girls are
worse - boys
are cool and
quite relaxed

SOMETIMES, Martin
Mclanghlin sits bebind the
whee] of his extended Now
York city taxi or his stretch
Cadillac and he wondors
what on earth he's doing,

The eost of fuel i= rising on
a weekly basis, road tax is
expensive, Insurance - at
about £1,200 a vehicle - s
nof cheap.

Allin all, it"s not the best
time to be running a Meet of
luxury limousines.

Martin runs American
Dream Cars, in Anstoy. He
has eight limousines,
streteh Cadillacs and bad-
by Hummeers.

On average, Martin's
lucky ifhe gets 10 miles ta
the gallon firomm one of his
fancy cars.

With peirol now at 118p
per litre = may be more by
thye time you read this- s
i rising cost that Martin
Just has to swallow.

“ldon’t make a great deal
of money dolng this,” he
mnys. 1 do it becanse | love
i A

“I have to say the girls
are usually the worst
behaved. Boys are
usually quite relaxed
and cool about it. The
girls just go mad."
Martin MeLaughlin

Thankfully, the advent of
the school prom has been
something of a inancind
]I:ﬂ':m'rr for Mr McLaogh-

.

“I've beon doing this for 10
yoars,” said Martin, 52.

“Whaemn | started. people
hired our limos for birth-
days or weddings or very
specinl parties.”

June and July - the end of
the schoal term - has be-
come one of the busiest
times of the year.

=It"s good for us,” says
Martin,

=1t means this is a frantic
time, but it also means we
et work in the week as well
ns the weelend.

“As a phenomenon, we've
seen it grow in the past 10
YOArsS,

“Most schools do it now
and there are always siu-
dents who want todo it in
real style.

“That is where we come
(1

But who are the worst pas-
Era 1

“It depends,” said Martin,
“I've boen to sthools all
over Lelcestershire and vou
dosee a real difference in
hehavionr depending on
where you are In the county

=“Hut I have to say the girls
are usually the worse be-
hved,

“Boys are usually guite re-
laxed and cool about it The
girks just go mad.”



