10

LEICESIER MERCLUSY

(8 _1=1}

SATURDAY, RILY 77, 30046

YOUNGSTERS HAVE ABANDONED CHEAP AND CHEERFUL SCHOOL LEAVING PARTIES
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Ty soetie nesembles an Amer
jean hih school movie, yet 101"
somerihing that s beooming
mare common this side of the
o

ronmary the dnys of Uhe end -of
term diseo in the sports hall,
with the bova lined up on one
sile munching Spece Rajders
and drinking Panda Pogs, and
girls an the other teetering in
thifr o 's high heeld
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g o by o sl i sty
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Inaide the murgues, the makic
hassiaried.

Teenagers wive poodbve 1o
parents and head strakght for
the dance flooe

Thr wight members of the
prom  oommittes  have spent
months  organising the  big
evont, and just as long deciding
om thelr outfits.

Ol in Whittle, who is wearing
merviin dress with black piging,
says Ihey've included all e
things every respectable prom
ghonld hove, including a king
and queeen

“We wanied to make it orgin-
i, 80 we've got the decorations

IF YOU were passing Uhe Hillon
Hotel near East Midlands Adr-
port a while back and saw Hmos.
posh frocks amd youngy men in
bilock the, there was o need for
warry - the Dsoar hadn't relo-
eabed o Casthe Donington, it
wies Lhie xixth formers at Ashly
Selsoanl on thelr prom night,

1t wmsn't 8l fhit boag Ao thsl
Adevel stodents did th
nmed drifved quietly
their school 116 bo fine
niversity oourses.

Moty e, These days, they
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instyle

mnd colotrs of our school,™ sos
Olivin

Tt's quite Americanised, ke
I thoir film Ml Girds, A prom
s diTerent fom a disco - you
ot e elressed up

Fréend Fern Pashoedl chips bn;
“We've bheen  excited oboud
everything

115 tnkoen ages b0 orgmn i se and
it was really stressful, but I'm
proud, Wecan sy wedid this.”

1t seems the boys ame hoving
just as minch fuin as the girds

“I've been to this place for &
wodding once, ii's well good,”
enthiuses  hypernctive  Jono

RITE OF PASSAGE: Ashby School pupils say farowell Lo the classroom

bl fnrewell 1o school with
T

In the past fiew yoars, students
ot the school huve oelebrated
thair and-al-berm school by
orw” haall ml somme of the: smaries
venues in Leloestarshine

This yoar, 11 was the Hilion's
turn

The right vemse helps (o ndd a
senss of oecasbon 0 what s an
important rile of passage

It the closing of ane clupiey
and the beginning of ancther,
Kewin MacDonakl, assistant

Lockwood, =1 feels well woind
pettimg dressed up, though. | got
wll vy wtudT from Hiver Island,”
Some girls' mums and dids
Thavvr: i endreds of pousnds o
ensure they ook like perfect
PO P LS

Ome phcked p hor outfit on a
holiday 1o Los Angeles, ssven
mogiils g

With the high streel owash
with prom drsses at the mo
mend, many have bought eutfits
i sbores such a8 Topshop o
Warchouse, while others hane
tarrowed from big sisters.
Eleanor Hall musde the 170-mile

director of post-16 education at
Ashiry Schiool bl heves

“Our leaving balfls have been
impresshe showplece evenis,
aald MrMacDonakl

=lt's self funded and the sty
dimnts organise | themselves. |
e to sy, Uy do 8 very good
job

“We've boen doing this ai
Ashty for o while now. For
yoars, there was an ened-of term
party What has changed bs the
seile of thal party”™

The prom, bt seems, is the one

round tripio Cirenoester o pick
up b besg il v

“We wen thene becatise it wis
recommonded by a friend. It
was fitted for me, so it focls
really pice,” shesays

Richard Phillips is chanmel-
limg the Jusgin Timberloke look,
In & cool grey walsiooal and
white plimsolls. He says 1
bought my tie from Tie Rack
andl my walsteoat ks from
Primaik

=1 wen! shopping with my sis
ter's  boyinend  because |
wanted to ook cool. 1 wanted (o
woar my white trainers instend

American CVEryone
likes

“The students kove it,™ sald Mr
MacDonakl “They love the op-
partunity tosign ofl instyle. 1Us
a mch more it ing ey of clos
i yonir schog] coreer

*1 e bo sy Denjoy it ton. Cnn
of the great challenges for infT
s 10 make sume thelr dancing
styles don’l ooflket with those
al the students, i, no, inoalbl
serlousness, W6 pood. A great
atmsphere, very comvivial.”

It so good, In fact. that s

et

of shoes oo [ dldn't want tolook
oo smart.”

Mext to the dance-floor &
pcrven displivs a slideshow of
photos of The teemugers durtng
their time ot Kibworth

Yeur nine form teacher and
prom co-ordinnior Liz Newing
vy bootes on proodly as students
gnther roumnd and reminisos

“The: girls on the peam
committes have worked so
hard. It really ks yound oo
terprise al s best
eavs Liz. “I know il's
vory American, bt
the roasan we called

spreding.  Prom
parties - the American
phonomenon  that  didn’

soem (o work over e - are
now cofmman event for st
Wl ages.

“We hirew this ball for the
sixth formers, but there's
@ year 11 prom party for
the 16vearolds - and |
lenow of some primry
wihisils thesl sbagie protn
purties for their year
six puplls” says Mr
MeDogald
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WE'RE LIVING LARGE: A swith pink limo aflows Kibworth High School students
1o make a dramatic entrance to their school prom at Sheartby Bath Hotel
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BIG WHEELS: You don't need a limo when you have a moniter truck, say Jess
Hickey, Fern Bushnell, Flo Court, Hollie Corbett, Harriet Mullis and Olivia Whitthe

Il & proTn Was

becauss W
waniemd . the "
thress g up
The
girks

* . 4. SHOQTING
. - STARS:



